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Tale of the
Elephant and the Lark
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Once upon a time, there were animals living in a forest. A small pond
. was in the middle of the forest. Animals used to drink from the pond.
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A lark used to build her nest between “%.*
small bushes on the ground of the forest. One time, the lark built the

nest on the open ground. The lark laid her eggs in the nest.
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" One day while the elephant was
going to the pond to get water as

~ usual, he stepped on the lark’s nest, smashing the eggs.
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When the lark found her nest .

was smashed, she was so sad
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The lark went to the elephant  crying: “Oh king! Why did you smash my

_eggs? | am a harmless neighbor of yours. Did you do that because | am little,
# powerless, and helpless?” The elephant shook his head in a sarcastic way

and did not respond. He kicked her away with his trunk.
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““ Feeling helpless, the lark went to a flock of birds and crows asking for = *
help to revenge from the elephant. The birds said: “what can we birds

~ do to a big elephant!”
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““ The lark told the crows: "Well, | have

an idea. | would like you to go with me to the elephant, and pick his

eyes so he cannot see well. Thereafter, | will find a way to teach him

M a lesson.”
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The crows went with the lark and ’c

started picking the elephant’s eyes.
Having weak sight, it became difficult for the elephant to find his way

® to the source of water.
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After that, the lark went to the frogs in the pond. The lark asked for

%)
W

- their help in getting back at the elephant. The frogs said: “What can
M we frogs do to a big elephant?”
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The lark said: “l like you to come
with me to the bottom of a hill

near the elephant’s place and to

start croaking. When the elephant

hears your sounds, he will think that there is water near the source of

# the sound.”
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As expected, the elephant heard

“ the sound of the frogs, and being
thirsty, he went across the hill top wandering blindly to the source of

the sound. He tripped on his way, fell down all the way to the bottom

# of the hill and could not stand up again.
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~ strength, | was able to teach you a lesson for smashing my nest.”
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The lark came rushing to the
elephant and said: “Look at you, the “¢.*

arrogant big beast who despised me. In spite of my little size and
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“«.*~ Two young elephants came to
the scene. Observing the big

elephant on his back, they started to help him to stand on his feet.
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The lark told her story to the
S young elephants and the birds.
She said "Had the elephant apologized, said sorry or even showed

some sympathy, | would not have arranged for this incident".
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The elephant acknowledged his
“ mistake and apologized to the
Lark. In response, the birds advised the lark to build her nest away

from the grounds and from the path to the pond. All lived happy

# thereafter.
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Tale of the Dumb Thief

Use your mind and don’t believe everything you hear.
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Once upon a time, a robber, P&
~. accompanied by his partner,
climbed the roof top of a rich
man’s house. The house lord was awakened by the noise from their
footsteps. He awakened his wife and whispered: “It seems there is

¢ more than one robber, | cannot empower them. However, | want to
use a trick to capture them.”
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Pretend that we have not discovered them, and say what | tell you in a loud voice and
insist on getting an answer if | do not respond. Say: “Tell me my dear how did you

¢ accumulate your wealth and treasures?” The wife did as told. In the meantime, the

® robbers were listening. The husband said: “We have accomplished a lot, please do not
ask such questions, for | am afraid someone might hear our secret and harm us with this
information.” The wife insisted: “we are alone and no one will hear us at midnight.”
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5.’«,?; The husband said: “You should know that | collected all this wealth ,"‘;,’
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from stealing. Add how did you do that without being caught?, said »

# the wife., Knowing that the robbers are hearing. The husband then %

% ' said; | have had a special secret plan for robbing rich people houses.

| used to climb the roof, find a skylight leading to the inside, stand

there and say shawlam shawlam seven times, then hug the rays of

e

{’"\':- light and go down unnoticed. | then collect all valuable stuff, and after (.
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that, | say the same words seven times. | then hug the light rays and |

they take me back to the roof safe and sound.”
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Hearing this, the robber waited till
there was no sound coming from inside the house. He said the words
and went down the skylight of the house.
¢ The robber fell on his head to find the house lord hitting him with a
bat and capture him.
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" THE LION AND THE MOUSE
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A Lion, asleep in his den, was awakened up by a Mouse running over
his face. Losing his temper, he seized it with his paw and was about
_ to kill it. The terrified Mouse begged him to spare his life. "Please let
# me go," he cried, "and one day | will repay you for your kindness."
ﬁ'_ The idea of so insignificant a creature, ever being able to do anything
" for him, amused the Lion so much that he let him go.
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But the Mouse's chance came, = =
after all. One day the Lion got entangled in a net which had been
spread by some hunters. The Mouse heard and recognized his roars

. of anger and ran to the spot. Without more ado, he set to work to cut

the ropes with his teeth setting the Lion free. v
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"There!" said the Mouse, "you
laughed at me when | promised | would repay you; but now you see,

even a Mouse can help a Lion."
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THE SLAVE AND THE LION
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“. A Slave ran away from his master, by whom he had been most _*.
(v

~ cruelly treated. He came to a cave, which he entered and found to be
unoccupied. However, it was a Lion's den, and almost immediately, to *ﬁ

the horror of the wretched man, the Lion himself appeared. To his
great astonishment, the Lion, instead of springing upon him, came
whining and lifting up his paw. Observing it to be much swollen and
- % inflamed, he found a large thorn in the foot. He removed it and
dressed the wound as well as he could; and in course of time, it 3
healed up completely. The Lion's gratitude was unbounded; he

__4f looked upon the man as his friend, and they shared the cave for ¥

some time together.
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the Slave began to long for the souety of his fellowmen, and he bade
farewell to the Lion and returned to the town. Here he was presently
recognized and carried off in chains to his former master, who
resolved to make an example of him. He ordered that he should be
thrown to the beasts at the next public spectacle in the theatre.
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A day came, however, when
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On the fatal day, the beasts were loosed into the arena, and among the rest a Lion. The
wretched Slave was cast in among them. To the amazement of the spectators, the Lion,
after one glance, went up to the slave and lay down at his feet. It was his old friend of the
cave! The audience demanded that the Slave's life should be spared. The governor of the
town, amazed at such gratitude in a beast, decreed that both should receive their liberty.
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