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o Tale of the Pigeon & the Rat




¢ another.” |s there a story that illustrates this principle? The wise man
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the treasure letter says: “Always preserve your ministers and
counselors in balance and of mutual understanding with one

said: “well, this is illustrated by the story of the pigeon Zirac and his
friends; also known as “How to Win Friends™

‘f'-/,

The king told the wise man; | believe the second recommendation in “.°
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DA Once upon a time,there was a %

» .
“whw

wooded land that hunters used to hunt in. An old Crow called

“Shaheen” nested in an old tree in this forest. One day, he saw a
# hunter creeping between the trees near his home.
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A hunter spread a handful of corn

into the floor under the net, and took hiding not far away. The crow %

cried loudly to alert other birds of a net the hunter is unrolling under

ﬁ the tree. It happened that a flock of pigeons following their leader

" “Deek”, was flying over the spot.
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The crow and every other bird ¢
A

sounded a warning tune Yet even this mix of cries failed to alert a

flock of pigeons flying overnead. When they landed, a great many of

- their feet were tangled in the hidden net. Each one was trying to save
M herself in vain.
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Listen, the flock leader “Deek” shouted, stop moving in isolation. Let
us coordinate our efforts, flap our wings all at the same time. As soon
as they did, the net pulled out neatly from the ground. Shaheen, the
crow, followed admiring their deed. They kept flying to a rough
terrain. Having lost sight of the flock the hunter left the area.
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Perceiving that the hunter stopped following, and recognizing Zirac's

place, Zeek instructed them to land with the net, and they did. Zeek

started calling “Zirac, Zirac, my friend, we need your help.” ‘Good

# God, Zeek!" Zirac exclaimed; ‘However did you get yourself into this

' mess? Well, said Zeek, “it is the usual story of faulty perception and
“=._%  fantastic expectation.”
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Zirac approached the net from the side

.. of Deek to start cutting. However, Zeek [

%" insisted that Zirac start freeing his friends first. The rat began nipping “.*
and snipping at the meshes of the net with his sharp teeth until he

freed the whole flock.
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& Shaheen, the crow, seeing how Zirac
“.~ helped his friends, was full of admiration for him and wanted to seek =.
his friendship. He went to the rat's hole and began to call very
sweetly offering to be his friend. Zirac exclaimed: “How can | trust you
« While you are my enemy and eater of rats by nature?” Your friendship
* is worth more to me than eating you.” Shaheen replied.
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After a great deal of persuasion and

insistence, the rat said: “| come to trust you, although | know some of

- your kind do not believe in such friendship.” So, they became good
# friends and lived happily together.
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One day, the crow told the rat: “Your hole is close to the road, and |
am worried that some boys might throw you with a rock. | have a
_ turtle friend living in an isolated place with lots of fish and plenty of _
food for us.” After the rat consented, the crow carried the rat by the v
tail and flew to the turtle’s place.

N =)

{ Pl
."‘\', (_*? o
{V'GJ\:‘ ~5._’\‘ <




€ A . v . " T . 7

L Ll sl L 3 Ll (e Us L
¢ bl Gl (e r Adll g 4] cin ja8 L) il
G DS Lag calaall i Gaa ailaly s juald

Gt Ll (8 i AN el e
o eadli g s AN Jie dals ) (g slaalud)
3 ,all QR (s o ojal e cllug 4 B
&L L_D_Gj u—"j\ Sl JLJA\ Lide UMS‘

When they soared down towards the turtle’s pond, the crow called for

the turtle. He told her the story of Zirac with the pigeons and how he
. befriended Zirac. The turtle welcomed Zirac showing her great
admiration of his loyalty to his friends. The crow asked Zirac to tell
.. them the story of how he came from the city to live as a country rat
=% instead of a city rat.
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Zirac started his story; “well, | was born and raised in a town nearby. After |

left home, | went to live in the house of a monk named Mikie. Mikie was living

alone, and every day people used to bring him a basket of food. He used to
& eat and hang the basket high up so | cannot reach it. | was a great jumper, so
| used to get to the basket no matter where he hangs it; eat all | can and throw
the rest to other friend rats.
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One night, a guest came to visit Mikie. After dinner, they started conversing.
Now the guest was telling him about the wonders he had witnessed. In the
meantime, Mikie was clapping his hands between now and then to deter me

& from getting to the basket. The guest was angry at this disturbance. Mikie then

explained how a rat is constantly stealing his food. The guest said: “There
must be a reason why this rat is capable of doing this.”
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The guest took an ax and started digging the hole | was supposed to be in.

The guest found one hundred coins of gold, and they took it out. | then heard
~ the guest telling the monk that the gold is the source of strength that enables
8, the rat to jump high, and by taking it away, as you will see, he would not be
able to jump anymore. The next morning, | tried to jump to the basket several
times with no success. Having no access to food, my friends deserted me.
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One night, | saw the monk hide the :

¢~ coins in the book shelf. When he went to sleep, | sneaked from the e

other side to get the coins back into my hole, hoping this will restore

my powers. Alas, the fat monk was ready for me: Whack! My head

. was knocked with a rod he was hiding. | was dizzy and hardly able to

9™ run back to my hole. Reflecting on my life, | reckoned that | am now a

- simple rat, Zirac, content with his life, and realized that greed Is the
“* cause of all miseries.
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The turtle commented with tender words, commending zirac’s recall of his

experiences. Zirac said; After befriending the crow, | realized that a poor with
_ dignity and high self-esteem might gain respect, while richness with low self-
esteem might bring humiliation.” The crow was elated with the turtle’s
comments and said: “The one who has brothers and friends who rejoice for
his happiness and feel for his sorrows, is the happiest in this world.”
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“*.%. While the crow was still talking, the crow saw a gazelle coming in %

their direction; her eyes wide with terror, and her tense limbs shaking.

The gazelle told them how hunters were chasing her. The turtle said:”
_don'’t be afraid, we have never seen a hunter in this area. Stay with
us, there is plenty of grass to graze.” The gazelle joined the crow, the
rat, and the turtle and was happy with their company.
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One day, the gazelle was late ¢
coming back from grazing the fields. TS
When the crow took off to the air searching for the gazelle, he
perceived her tangled in a hunter’s net. He quickly went back, fetched
# Zirac and carried him by the tail and flew back to where the gazelle is

4 caught in the net.
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While Zirac was nipping and snipping on the net, the turtle arrived at
- the scene. The turtle said: “I could not stay alone, what is life without
# friends?” At that instant, they saw the hunter coming.
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k Having finished freeing the gazelle,

% the crow took to the air, the gazelle ran to the forest, and Zirac “« *

disappeared in one of the holes in the ground. When the hunter

approached the net and saw the threads cut, he looked around and

- found the turtle. He tied her with threads of the net and left. When

# they saw what happened, they were very sad, and began conferring
on how to save their friend.
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“%. . Zirac told the gazelle to go to where the hunter can see her, and to lie = %

»
“whe

on the ground as if wounded. When the hunter sees you, hopefully he

will put down the turtle and go to get you; | will then go to my task of
# cutting the robes. Sure enough, the plan worked.
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Zirac rescued the turtle from the ropes of the net and ran away with
# her. When the hunter reached close to the gazelle she ran away. The

friends convened again and lived happy together.
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Two people, Sneaky and Naive, were
partners in business. One day, Naive
found a sack containing one thousand gold coins. When they were close to
town, Naive stopped under an old tree, and offered to split the money

equally between them and each will go his way.
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Sneaky suggested not to split but to

each take enough money to suffice “
for some time, and burry the rest under the tree. “Later, as needed,
we can come together, dig up the sack and make joint
withdrawals;” Sneaky said. Naive agreed, and they went into town
to their respective homes.
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*  Next day Sneaky returned and stole the money, smoothing the ground and o
leaving no trace. After few months, Naive spent his money and was in bad

AES " need for more cash. He came to Sneaky, and asked to go get some coins

from the buried sack. Of course, when they dug up the ground there was
nothing there. Sneaky began slapping his face and tearing at his hair and
screamed: “Is nothing sacred anymore? Can’t you trust a friend anymore?
- You must have come back and dug up the sack.” Naive was shocked and =
cried out: “What are you talking about? | did not steal the money. You must
have taken it and now putting the blame on me.” Finally, they took the case

S L he judge and each filed a complaint against the other.
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..~ In front of the judge, Sneaky accused Naive of stealing the money from o
under the tree. Naive objected to such accusation claiming that it must be

Sneaky is the one who stole the money. The judge asked if either of them

has a witness or evidence to support his claim. Sneaky said: In fact, | have

the spirit of the tree as my witness. Astonished by this, the judge asked

both to accompany him next day to go and investigate under the tree.

“. Sneaky went to his father and asked him to go and hide in the middle of the =
hollow trunk of the old tree and to testify that Naive had stolen the money.

When they assembled under the tree, the judge asked: Oh spirit of the tree,

W tell us who stole the money? To the amazement of all, a voice came from

~

the middle of the tree saying: "Naive stole the money”.
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The judge thought for few minutes then said: Bring some dry wood, put it _ ",
under the tree, and set it on fire. As soon as the tree caught fire and smoke

SN filled the place, the judge asked the tree: Who stole the money? Minutes

later, they heard a voice screaming:” Quick, quick put the fire off,” and
Sneaky’s father tumbled out from the tree coughing from the smoke.
Interrogating the man, he confessed to the plot of Sneaky who arranged for
. this scenario. The judge sentenced both Sneaky and his father to =
imprisonment. A search was conducted at Sneaky’s house revealed the

hidden gold coins. The judge awarded all the money to be handed to Naive.
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