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"% 3 KING Dabschelim asked Bidpai to relate the story of the king, who .
W c‘ >

admits again into favor the man whom he has severely but unjustly -
. punished. The philosopher said: A king who refuses to be reconciled ‘i"“"‘*

to such a man endangers the public good. On the contrary, he ought

to examine into the condition of such person with a view to discover

in what manner he may be employed for the advantage of the state.
The power and strength of a kingdom cannot be firmly established,
unless persons of this description are at hand to occupy the post of

= = ministers, and fill the various departments of government; and the @."."é
choice of public servants. The story of the lion and the jackal will %
serve to illustrate the truth of what | advance.”

ﬁ “What is the story?” said the king. i o
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Mj heart refuses all fellowship with you,” ﬁ

It is related, continued the philoéopher, of a certain jackal, that ,"‘;;

>

he was of very strict and self-denying habits. Although he

passed his time in the society of his own species, and with %

wolves and foxes, he was far from imitating his companions’

opinions, and neither shed blood nor ate meat. Upon this, the
other beasts quarreled with him, and told him, that they were

not pleased with his manner of living, nor approved the &

7~
N
< >

T

S

opinion which he entertained of the merit of his piety. The

jackal replied; “I appear outwardly, part of your society, but my
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%2 The Jackal's fame reached the ears of a lion, the king of those parts, ey
W c‘ >

who sent to him and addressing him said: “| propose entrusting you "
. With a considerable branch of the public administration, and raising 3 V.. f

you to the honor of being one of my chief counselors.” The jackal |
said: “I have neither inclination to accept any employment under a
king, nor experience enough in affairs to justify me in so doing. He

who thinks to serve with truthfulness and integrity, is disappointed in

his expectations, because both the enemies and friends of the king

©= %  will unite against him to affect his ruin.” (>

The lion said:”l shall take care that you do not experience the
treatment which you fear. The lion immediately appointed the jackal

. to be in charge of his treasures, and honored him with greater yg
#intimacy than the rest of his companions. ”
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. As soon as the attendants of the
& lion saw this, they were angry and
displeased, and began to lay their
plans for counteracting the consequences with which this preference
~ threatened them.

One day, the lion ordered some food to be prepared for him, whom he found
very good and to have an unusual taste. The lion therefore ordered the jackal
to put the meat away into some safe place that he might eat of it again.
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Then the other attendants, watching where the jackal had <0
hidden the meat, took the meat away privately, and carried it g
into the home of the jackal, and hid it there without his yge
knowledge. In the morning, the lion called for his breakfast. h
The Jackal went to bring the meat and found nothing in the
hiding place. Being informed of the case, the lion asked the
jackal to go search again. The conspirators who happened to

be in the presence chamber looked at each other, and one of

them said: “We cannot help but inform the king of whatever _k.
we know. A report has reached us that the jackal has stolen
the meat and carried it to his own home.” The second said: “if

you search the jackal's home, you will find the meat there.”
Then a third one said: “The surest way of proceeding would Rz
be for the lion to send someone to search the residence of the
jackal.” = O
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(: Upon this, the lion sent a trusted friend to search the home of _%,

‘f\,""

the jackal, who found the meat there, and brought it to the

# o ﬁ

Then a wolf said: “If the king is convinced of the treachery of the

jackal, it will be impossible for him to pardon him, without being guilty

of injustice, if he punishes any criminal hereafter.” Then the king

p,
Woat

% commanded the jackal to be killed. AR
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%52 Now the mother of the lion, who knew that her son had been too ,f;
hasty in the business, ordered the guards to keep the jackal in prison "

4 and delay the execution till after she sees the king. She then came to ‘ij\_\m

her son and said: “For what crime have you commanded the jackal to
be put to death?” Being informed of the reason, she continued: “your
decision has been too hasty, and the sensible always proceeds with
cautious hesitation, and it is especially the interest of kings to adopt
this wise caution in their conduct.”

““ Now you have tried the jackal, and have had plenty of proofs of his ’cr
good character, and have shown your satisfaction by the praises

which you have bestowed upon his conduct. It is not therefore fit,

ﬁ that you should alter on a sudden, the opinion which you had of him, i et
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Whilst the mother of the lion was speaking, the eagle, one of the "ﬂ;’

.'
< 2D

“§
lion’s confidential friends came to him, and reported that he had seen
the conspirators take the meat from the hiding and place it in the %

home of the jackal. Upon this testimony, the mother, when she saw

that the lion was convinced of the truth of the report, told him that he
ought to show no mercy to the person who had accused the jackal

falsely. i

7~

>
b

“The best thing which you can now do is to admit the jackal into your (5

-
<

favor again, and to treat him with kindness, in order, that no

recollection of the injustice which he has experienced may rob you of ¥
the benefit of his faithful advice for the future.” ﬁ

o
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“% % Upon this, the lion sent for the jackal, and offered an apology for his _*,

W Ty D

conduct towards him, and promised him satisfaction. Begging his

# pardon, the lion told him that he was restored to his former rank. The %

“» '* lion continued; “I have tried your disposition and character, and have

satisfactory proofs of your fidelity, integrity, and sincerity, and | am
thoroughly convinced of the treachery of those who have been

~.'=.  plotting your ruin.”
¥

= - Sz

NP

(2

Consequently, the jackal resumed the post which he had formerly

~ occupied, and was in greater honor than ever with the king, who
M became every day more firmly attached to him.
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Tale of the Lioness and the Hunter
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"% % The king asked Bidpai to relate the fable of the man, who is . %

restrained from injuring another by the recollection of what he has "t~
_« suffered himself, and who, profiting by lessons of experience,
QE2™ corrects his tendency towards hatred and violence.

The persons, says the philosopher, who take delight in actions which

are the source of pain and injury to others, may be ranked as men,

whom ignorance and folly have so far led them astray. However, a

man is often warned by the injury, which he himself has sustained, to

be cautious in inflicting upon another, a wound of which he knows the

e effects to be painful. This self-command turns to his profit and = =
advantage. If the king pleases, | will tell him the tale of the lioness
and the hunter, in which this principle is demonstrated.

. Dabschelim expressed a wish to hear it, and the philosopher
#continued thus.
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There was a lioness in a
wood living with her two
cubs. The lioness used to
s Bt s, » go hunting once a day and
bring food to the cubs She went out one day to search for some
animals to hunt. She left her cubs in their den.
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“. A hunter passing by,

I ARSI 3

discovered them, shot at them, tore off their skins, placed them upon

his back, and went home.
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L “.*.. When the lioness returned, and saw what had happened to her cubs, ,"’;
: she rolled on the earth, and in an agony of despair poured forth the “%.*
_« most bitter lamentations. Her roaring attracted the notice of a lion in
QE2™ the neighborhood. The lion came and asked her what she was about,
and what had happened to her? “A hunter, she answered, has killed
my two cubs, and torn off their skins, and carried them away.” The
Lion replied: “Do not be unreasonable in judging of your own case; for
the hunter has only done to you, what you have often done to others.
_ You have been guilty of similar injustice towards many a one, who
<. % was as fond of its relation as you of your cubs. Therefore learn to @
" Dbear with patience the violence of others, as they have been obliged %~
to submit to yours.” Then the lioness, after she had heard these
words, was convinced of the truth of all that he had said, and that her
. life had been one continued practice of cruelty and oppression. She

A therefore determined to leave off eating flesh, and to live upon fruits, Vs
' and to enter upon a course of great strictness.
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"F-‘.,’{ Now a wood-pigeon, who inhabited the same wood and lived upon _ .

fruit, having observed the lioness feeding on fruits, said to the lioness: 3
I ¢ thought the trees had been without fruit this year, owing to the little %

rain which has fallen; but when | saw, that you, who are by nature an

eater of flesh, had forsaken your accustomed food, which heaven has
destined for you, in order to live on what has been provided for

«._a‘:";%- others, and rob them of their support and sustenance, | then knew &
Y e

that the trees had been as productive in this as in former years.”
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‘ . The lioness, being alarmed at what the woodpigeon said, did not ,f;
persist in eating the fruits of the trees, but made up her mind to live "%~
¢ upon grass, and seek relief in devotion for the misery to which she

was exposed. %
My object in relating this story, added Bidpai in conclusion, was to

show s that man is often restrained by his own painful experience from
injuring another. The lioness was induced, by what had happened to
her cubs, to leave off eating flesh, and abandoned as speedily the
food which the trees afforded her in consequence of the speech of
. the woodpigeon. G

Man has therefore occasion for judgment and reflection, that he may
avoid doing to others what under similar circumstances would be

. disagreeable to him. This is justice which heaven commands, and y¢
# which men approve. ”
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Introduction

. Kalilaand Dimnais arepository of wisdom and understanding about the
S human nature. It is one of the gems of world culture, having been
translated to most of the languages through the centuries. Kalila and
Dimna are subtle and suggestive moral tales. As Ibn Al-Mukaffa
mentions in his introduction; the purpose and target of this book comes
in four categories: Having animals as the main characters made it funny
and attractive for the young; (2) the painting and coloring makes it
. entertaining; (3) the description of how rulers should deal with people
<= . encourages them to re-print it and keep it in circulation for times to
“  come; and (4) scholars and philosophers will recognize the wisdom “%.°

behind the stories included.

After in depth reading of the Arabic and English translations, | am

hereby- in this series- presenting the stories in a simple continuous
i sequence, supported by full graphic presentation of each story events,
to make it more attractive for the young and the old.

Dr. Mohammed H. Omar




Tales of Kalila & Dimna Series

Origion of Kalila and Dimna

The Pigeon & the Fox, the cheating Merchant

The Elephant and the Lark, The Lion and the Rabbit, The Lion and the
Mouse, the Lion and the Slave

Tale of the Lion & the Bull, Tale of the Lion & the Three Bulls

Tale of the Pigeon, the Rat, and Friends. Tale of the Dumb Thief

Tale of the Wolf, Crow, Jackal, and the Camel. Tale of the Crow and
the Snake. Tale of the Iron Eating Mice. Tale of the Three Fish

Tale of the Lion and the Jackal. Tale of the Lioness and the Hunter
the Bird;

Tale of the King and the bird Fanza; The Tale of lladh, Beladh, and
Irakht

Ol O N| O O | W N|

The Traveler and the Goldsmith; The King’s Son and his Companions
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