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One day, a hoopoe came to King Solomon complaining from a pain in
her chest. “The pain is so severe | wish | die. | feel so thirsty; no matter
how much water | drink, | still cannot get enough.” The hoopoe said.

King Solomon inquired of what the hoopoe had eaten. “l only ate few
grains of wheat,” the hoopoe responded.
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After a moment of meditation, King o

-
s

Solomon said: “you must have done some evil thing or committed a
sin. God is punishing you for such act. | know that you stole those
wheat grains from an ant’s home.”

***The conscience of an aggressor will keep tormenting him even without

having a physical illness***
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Once upon a time, there was an ant walking on the rocks at the bottom
of Al-Mukattam Mountain near Cairo. Suddenly, the ant raising her
head, realized how high the mountain above her is. The ant was
scared the mountain will fall on her. Accordingly, the ant started
walking backwards, keeping her eye to the mountain top
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As the ant was retreating, she fell in a puddle of water that seemed to =, :
her like a deep sea. While drowning, the ant thought;”l wish | did not
move, | wish | was not so terrified of my current situation and acted
with reason. | now realize that one should always be hopeful in life,
and do not give up. ”
**|f a current situation seems bad, remember that the future might be
worse**
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The Foolish Bird
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Once upon a time, there were a bird enjoying her secluded living in a forest.

One day, a hunter came to the forest looking for some birds to hunt. Failing to
_~_ see abird behind the branches, the hunter was ready to leave. o
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The naive bird came from her hiding -

position asking the hunter: “Sir, What are you looking for? How can |

help you™?
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) Hearing the bird’s voice, the hunter
pointed his gun and took a shot at the bird. The bullet hit the branch
missing the bird by inches.
**|f talk is silver, silence is gold**
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The Cat & The Mouse
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One sunny day, the cat went for a walk in the garden. A dog was
passing by and set to jump the cat. A mouse thought of doing the cat a
favor in hope that the cat will return the favor one day. =
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The mouse crawled quietly and sprayed dust to the dog’s face giving
the cat a chance to run away. The mouse then ran t hide in her hole.

The frustrated dog left the scene.
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After the dog left, the mouse came
out and addressed the cat: saying: ” | am glad you are safe. In
appreciation to my service, | hope you will be friend to mice and let us
live in peace.” o2
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The cat came closer saying to *

herself: | am so lucky, after being save from the dog, | will have a nice

meal.” The mouse barely made it home when the cat jumped to catch

her.
**Do not expect gratitude from an enemy**
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The Crow and the Servant £ %
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Once upon a time, a big crow built a nest and a throne for him and his
children on a tree near a big house. Nodour was the servant of the

house.
18
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One day, Nodour noticed insects at the foundation of the house. He
asked the crows for help. The big crow responded arrogantly: "You are

insulting us, we do not bother with such little things.”

19



"

e A diale it (el e Bih Aays
gt (S il 3l o Alals (L <l
el 35555 LA (5 e atant g ey 2l o
ol by (e G S 21 sall 1aa b
dlals jeaiatla e abacluall Ll :“

13a 5, sl ol Jhay a2l ¥ a0l cslatal |

oA Y) Bae b Zling ey ¢ il sall 1o e Sal (5 n D1 L s

Weeks later, a storm hit the place and tumbled down the tree and the
crows. The big crow asked Nodour for help. Nodour responded: "We
do not bother with such little matters.”
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The Cat & the Mouse Mother
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While a mother mouse was waiting for the return of her son, her %

brother came in weeping and told her of the loss of her son to a stray
cat. The mother started crying and mourning her son’s loss. She went
on screaming: “l wish a cat would come take me and relieve me of this

pain and misery.”
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A cat happened to hear the mother's
screams came and said:” Here | am ready to take you, God has '
answered your wish.” The mother got scared and ran to the next
house. Thinking this over, she called from the window saying:” | do not

want to die, for whom is going to mourn my son after my death?”
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The Two Sheep Sisters
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Once upon a time, two sheep sisters lived in a barn. One sheep was healthy
with long pretty wool; the other was skinny with short and curly wool. The
healthy used to show off and tell her sister how people admire her and ready to

pay good money to buy her. The skinny one used to sadly but patiently endure
~  the humiliation and arrogance of her sister
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One day a butcher came to buy sheep
from the owner. After inspecting the :
sheep, the butcher decided to buy the healthy one. The butcher

handed the money to the owner and left.
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Next morning, the butcher came to
the barn to take the healthy sheep he
bought. Healthy went to her sister asking: “Who is this man? What
does he plan to do?” Skinny answered:” he is the butcher, He paid
good money for you.”

***One should not be arrogant, for you never know what the future hides***
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The Lion and the Fat Calf
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One day while the lion was in the forest, he saw a fat calf tempting to have for a meal. The
lion knew it is hard to get him, for he is strong and his father is much stronger. The lion set
on devising a trick to get the calf aside. The lion called on the fox and said:” You are full of

~  tricks, | want you to get me this calf alone, or else | will have you for dinner.” o~
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The scared fox went to the calf, greeted him and complained of how the lion is :
mad at him because the wolf had set him up. The fox added:’Don’t you know

that the lion chose you as his deputy? | come to you to intervene on my behalf

to make amends with the lion.” The calf felt for the fox and promised him

protection. ..
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The calf and the fox went to meet the lion. Upon arrival, the lion jumped the calf
throwing him to the ground. At that instant, the ox, the calf's father was passing
by and saw what happened. The ox ran fast to tackle the lion who ran away.

The ox blamed the calf for being naive, going after fame, and believing the
cunning fox without consulting with him first.
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; The Donkey Falls from the Ship
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As the fierce wind and high waves hit the ship, the ship started tilting
right and left. Afraid of falling, the animals held each other and held to
the trims of the ship. Unfortunately, the donkey slipped and fell in the
sea. The rest of the animals were sad to lose him.
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The animal woke up the next

morning to the sounds of the wind

and the waves. A high wave was

approaching the ship with high -

speed. A minute later, the wave washed over the surface and
deposited the donkey saying: “Take your friend back; for | cannot

swallow him, he is too hard to digest.”
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Animal Children Series

Book #

Tales of

The Bird and the Dog, the Rooster and the Chicken, the
Flying Lark, the Butterfly & the Bat

King Solomon and the Hoopoe, tale of Al-Mokattam Ant,
the Foolish Bird, the Cat & The Mouse, the Crow and the
Servant, the Cat & the Mouse mother, Healthy and Skinny
Sheep, the Lion and the Fat Calf, the Donkey Falls from
the Ship,

The deer & the Lamb, Noah’s Ark, the Bear and the Sea,
the Fox and the Chicken, the Lion King, the Deer & the
Necklace, the Fox and the Rooster,the Dog and the
Parrot,

The Nation of Rabbits, the Fox and Rabbit, the country
Mouse & The City Mouse,
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